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Health  DeEartmem, 

9,  Royal  Crescent, 
Hath. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bathavon,  Frome,  and  Keynsham 
District  Councils. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  third  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  combined  Districts  of 
Bathavon,  Frome  (Urban  and  Rural)  and  Keynsham. 

My  thanks  are  again  due  to  all  Members  of  the  respective 
Councils  and  Council  Staffs  for  their  whole-hearted  co-operation 
during  the  year,  the  results  of  which  are  reflected  in  the  satisfactory 
health  conditions  which  have  been  maintained. 

The  complete  loss  of  all  Office  Records,  due  to  enemy  action, 
has  rendered  the  task  of  compiling  a Report  a difficult  one  and  it 
is  almost  inevitable  that  one  or  two  minor  inaccuracies  may  occur. 

In  the  interests  of  economy  and  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Report  has  been  considerably 
abbreviated,  and  for  any  information  regarding  the  health  services 
in  the  Area  reference  must  be  made  to  the  previous  Year’s  Report. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  H.  G.  Hector  Denham. 


October  1942. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  was  a considerable  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year,  86  being  notified  as  against  183 
for  the  previous  year.  Most  of  these  were  of  a mild  type  and  the 
mortality  was  nil. 

WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  MEASLES. 

The  numbers  of  cases  of  both  these  diseases  reached  epidemic 
proportions,  the  numbers  notified  being  257  and  1,477  as  against 
39  and  88  for  the  previous  year.  Only  one  death  was  registered 
for  each  disease,  giving  the  extremely  low  case  mortalitv  rates  of 
.39%  and  .07%  respectively. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

There  were  only  27  cases  of  Diphtheria  as  against  61  for  the 
previous  year.  The  deaths,  two  in  number,  were  the  same  and 
gave  a relatively  increased  case  mortality  rate  of  7.41%.  Neither 
of  the  fatal  cases  had  received  any  Prophylactic  injections.  While 
it  is  early  to  commence  drawing  conclusions  from  these  figures  one 
may  be  excused  a certain  amount  of  optimism  in  hoping  that  the 
results  of  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  campaign  commenced  in 
1938  are  beginning  to  manifest  themselves.  One  is  hopeful  also 
that  these  results  will  eventually  do  more  than  ordinary  persuasion 
can  do  to  convince  the  still  considerable  number  of  parents,  par- 
ticularly of  the  pre-school  population,  that  it  is  their  duty  both  to 
their  children  and  to  the  nation  to  avail  themselves  of  the  pro- 
tection offered  against  this  di,sease. 

Immunisation  has  been  continuously  carried  out  in  all  the 
schools  in  the  area  during  the  3'ear,  and  in  addition  it  is  available 
each  Wednesday/  afternoon  at  the  Frome  Clinic  for  the  Frome 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  on  Saturday  morning  at  the  Health 
Office,  9,  Royal  Crescent,  Bath,  for  the  Bathavon  Area,  and 
Saturday  morning  by  appointment  at  the  First  Aid  Post,  Temple 
Street,  Ke\msliam,  for  the  Keynsham  and  Whitchurch  Areas. 

CEREBRO-SPINAL  FEVER. 

The  numlx'r  of  cases  notified  was  almost  the  same  as  last  year, 
19  as  against  20,  but  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  not  a single  death 
occurred.  The  case  mortalit^^  was,  therefore,  nil,  as  against  the 
high  one  of  35%  for  1940. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

40  Respiratory  and  IG  Non-rcspiratory  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
were  notified  during  the  year,  this  being  an  increase  of  29%  and 
60%  respectively  on  the  previous  year’s  figures.  A small  part  of 
the  increase  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  8%  increase  population  as 
compared  with  that  of  the  year  1940. 

SCABIES. 

The  widespread  incidence  of  Scabies  which  caused  so  much 
concern  in  most  parts  of  the  Area  during  the  year  1940  and  the  end 
of  1939  appears  now  to  have  greatly  diminished  and  is  definitely 
under  control.  It  is  impossible  to  give  figures  in  support  of  this 
statement,  but  much  less  has  been  seen  among  school  children 
and  the  attendances  lessened  considerably  at  the  treatment  Centres 
towards  the  end  of  the  year.  It  was  found  to  be  necessary  only 
in  one  case  to  draw  the  attention  of  a parent  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Scabies  Order  (1940),  and  the  sending  of  a preliminary  notice 
had  the  desired  effect. 

During  the  year  the  Somerset  County  Council  established  a 
treatment  Centre  at  the  Public  Offices,  Midsomcr  Norton,  and 
many  cases  from  this  Area,  particularly  from  the  Peasedown 
district,  have  attended  there  for  treatment. 

AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS. 

Two  important  changes  occurred  in  the  A.R.P.  organization 
during  the  year.  One  was  the  appointment  of  Mr.  A.  Barrett  as 
Area  Organiser  in  succession  to  Major  Chappell,  who  left  the 
district  to  take  up  a similar  appointment  elsewhere.  The  other 
was  the  appointment  of  Dr.  W.  Peach  Taylor  as  Staff  Medical 
Officer  for  the  Casualty  Services  of  the  Bathavon  No.  2 Area.  This 
appointment  was  made  by  the  Somerset  County  Council  at  the 
request  of  i\Ir.  Barrett  and  myself,  and  as  a result  some  considerable 
improvement  has  been  effected  in  the  general  supervision  of  the 
training  of  the  personnel  and  of  the  equipping  of  the  local  dressing 
stations.  The  dressing  stations  in  the  rural  areas  are  not  recognized 
as  eligible  for  grant  either  as  regards  equipment  or  maintenance  of 
premises  and  each  has  to  be  equipped  and  financed  by  local  volun- 
tary effort.  It  is  greatly  to  the  credit  of  a certain  progressive 
number  in  each  village,  therefore,  that  almost  without  exception, 
a dressing  station  has  been  procured,  equipped  and  staffed  by 
suitably  trained  personnel  who  are  ready  at  all  times  to  deal  with 
any  emergency. 

A record  has  been  compiled  of  all  the  dressing  stations  in  the 
area,  and  regular  visits  are  carried  out  and  lectures  given  in  order 
that  as  high  a standard  of  efficiency  as  possible  may  be  maintained. 

Dr.  Taylor  continues  to  act  as  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  the 
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Keynsham  First  Aid  Post.  The  work  carried  out  at  this  post  is 
worthy  of  mention,  as  while  it  has  done  practically  nothing  in  the 
direction  of  its  primary  function  which  is  to  treat  air  raid  casualties, 
it  has  proved  of  inestimable  value  as  an  educational  centre  for  the 
training  of  all  branches  of  the  various  A.R.P.  services  in  first  aid 
and  home  nursing.  Dr.  Taylor,  with  the  active  co-operation  of 
Mrs.  Mills,  the  Staff  Nurse,  has  given  continuous  courses  of  lectures 
and  has  held  numerous  practices  for  the  personnel  of  the  post.  As 
a result  each  member  is  now  highly  trained  and  a number  have  done 
valuable  emergency  work  in  the  district,  particularly  at  the  local 
Public  Assistance  Institution. 

In  addition  the  post  has  been  used  for  a number  of  ancillary 
medical  purposes  such  as  Diphtheria  Immunization  and  the  collec- 
tion of  blood  by  the  Blood  Transfusion  Service,  200  donors  having 
attended  during  1941. 

Valuable  assistance  has  at  all  times  been  given  by  the  local 
practitioners.  Dr.  Harrison  and  Dr.  Gerrish,  both  in  the  form  of 
lectures  and  co-operation  during  the  practices. 

The  First  Aid  Post  at  Frome  has  been  condemned  as  un- 
suitable, and  the  County  Architect  is  preparing  a scheme  for  the 
erection  of  a new  post  to  which  will  be  added  a Mobile  First  Aid 
Depot,  Rescue  Party  Depot  and  gas  cleansing  facilities  for  personnel. 

An  Up-graded  First  Aid  Point  has  been  sanctioned  for  the 
Whitchurch  area  and  the  necessary  personnel  have  been  trained 
and  enrolled.  Negotiations  are  proceeding  to  secure  accommo- 
dation for  the  Point  at  the  Council  Junior  School,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  these  are  successful,  as  the  premises  are  excellently 
situated  and  should  prove  admirable  for  the  purpose. 

STATISTICAL  TABLE. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  comparative  Birth  Rates, 
corrected  Death  Rates  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates  for  the  combined 
districts  for  the  years  1940  and  1941,  with  the  corresponding  figures 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  ; — 


Birth  Rate. 

Corrected 
Death  Rate. 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate. 

Combined  Districts,  1940 

12.9 

11.9 

51.1 

England  and  Wales,  1940 

14. (i 

14.3 

55.0 

Combined  Districts,  1941 

13.2 

11.8 

45.2 

England  and  Wales,  1941 

14.2 

12.9 

59.0 

The  figures  show  a slight  increase  of  .3  in  the  Birth  Rate  and 
a slight  decrease  of  .1  in  the  Death  Rate.  The  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  shows  the  satisfactory  reduction  of  5.9.  The  figures  again 
bear  favourable  comparison  with  those  of  the  country  as  a whole. 


Bathavon  Rural  District  Council 


Chairman  of  the  Council  . . 
Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  . . 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 

Designated  Health  Dept.  Clerk  . . 


W.  A.  SALMON,  Esq.,  J.P. 

P.  M.  WILLCOX,  Esq. 

C.  C.  AXFORD,  Cert.S.I.B., 
M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.l. 

H.  C.  L.  MORRIS,  Cert.S.I.B., 
M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.l. 

F.  K.  KELWAY. 


COUNCIL  OFFICES, 

9 ROYAL  CRESCENT,  BATH. 

Telephone  : Bath  2822. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers,  total  348. 


Males. 

Females. 

T otal. 

Legitimate 

162 

146 

308 

Illegitimate 

..  23 

17 

40 

185  163  348 


STILL  BIRTHS. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

5 

4 

9 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

6 4 10 


Birth  Rate,  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 

mid  1941  15.21 

Still  Births,  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  . . 28.65 

Death  Rate,  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  13.19 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . . . 57.47 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  55.19 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  75.00 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  . . . . . . 1 

,,  ,,  Other  Puerperal  Causes  . . . . . . 1 

,,  ,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  . . . . . . 38 

,,  ,,  Meash’s  (all  ages)  ..  ..  ..  1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . . . . 1 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  . . . . 1 


9 


DEATHS. 


The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  294,  140  males  and  154  females.  The  following 
Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — • 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever. . 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

I 

— 

1 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

10 

4 

14 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases  . . 

2 

— 

2 

Influenza 

— 

4 

4 

Measles 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  Oesoph.  Uterus  . . 

3 

6 

9 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  all  Other  Sites  . . 

18 

8 

20 

Diabetes 

2 

2 

4 

Intra-cran  Vase.  Lesions 

13 

31 

44 

Heart  Disease 

30 

42 

72 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

3 

2 

5 

Bronchitis 

12 

10 

22 

Pneumonia 

6 

5 

11 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

3 

4 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  . . 

4 

3 

7 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Appendicitis  . . 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  . . 

5 

0 

11 

Nephritis  • , , 

3 

6 

9 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abort.  Sepsis 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 

2 

1 

3 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injury  . . 

4 

2 

0 

Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accident 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Violent  Causes 

3 

1 

4 

All  Other  Causes 

11 

9 

20 

140 

154  1 

294 
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Deaths  under  I year  of  age. 

There  were  20  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  13  males 
and  7 females,  divided  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  . . 6 1-4  weeks  . . 2 

1-6  months  . . 7 6-12  months  . . 5 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Erysipelas 

5 

3 



Scarlet  Fever . . 

49 

39 

— 

Diphtheria 

17 

16 

2 

Measles 

711 

7 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Cerebro  Spinal 

3 

1 

1 

Meningitis  . . 

12 

12 

— 

Pneumonia 

10 

2 

1 

Acute  Polimyletis 

— ■ 

— ■ 

— 

Whooping  Cough 
Enteric  Fever  (includ- 

144 



1 

ing  Paratyphoid)  . . 

3 

3 

— ■ 

954 

83 

6 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


22  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  and  9 cases 
of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


Total  Cases 

Total 

notified. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 

22 

1 

Non-Respiratory 

9 

1 

No  action  was  necessar}^  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  Bathavon  and  Keynsham  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee 
continues  to  do  very  good  work  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Miss 
Date. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  sources  of  supply  and  means  of  distribution  for  the  various 
parishes  in  the  district  remain  the  same  as  reported  for  the  Annual 
Report  of  1940,  with  the  exception  of  the  Bathford  supply,  which 
has  been  augmented  by  the  acquisition  of  365,000  gallons  a year 
from  another  source. 

Samples  from  the  various  supplies  and  from  those  belonging 
to  other  undertakers  were  submitted  regularly  to  the  County 
-Analyst  for  examination. 

The  water  supply  for  the  Peasedown  St.  John  area  again 
gave  trouble  during  the  summer  months. 

HOUSE  REFUSE. 

Refuse  is  removed  by  Contract  from  the  following  parishes  ; — 
Batheaston,  Bathampton,  Monkton  Combe,  Swainswick,  Freshford, 
Wellow,  Weston,  Whitchurch,  Bathford,  Southstoke,  Queen 
Charlton,  Marksbury,  Compton  Dando,  Chewton  Keynsham, 
Stanton  Prior,  Corston,  Prist  on  and  the  Peasedown  St.  John  area. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  b}^  the  Contractors  except  from 
Monkton  Combe,  Southstoke  and  Weston.  The  refuse  from  these 
parishes  is  taken  by  the  Contractors  to  the  Bath  City  destructor 
works. 


SEWERAGE. 

The  arrangements  with  the  Bath  and  Bristol  Corporations  for 
the  reception  and  treatment  of  sewage  from  the  parishes  of  Bath- 
ford, Bathampton,  Batheaston,  Claverton,  Monkton  Combe, 
Swainswick,  Weston  and  Whitchurch  has  given  complete  satis- 
faction throughout  the  year. 

No  extensions  to  the  sewerage  system  have  been  made. 

Ten  houses  previously  draining  into  cesspools,  etc.,  have  been 
connected  to  the  main  sewers. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES,  ETC. 

There  are  1 1 slaughterhouses  in  the  District,  none  of  which 
are  at  present  in  use.  There  is  no  central  slaughterhouse  in  the 
District. 

Routine  inspections  of  retail  food  shops  and  food  premises 
were  regularly  carried  out  and  a quantity  of  food  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  condemned. 

There  is  one  Licenced  Knacker’s  Yard  in  the  District. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  in  respect  thereof. 
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MILK. 


Number  of  Producers  on  tlie  Register 
Number  of  Distributors  divided  as  follows  : — 


152 


Distributors  only  . . 

Distributors  who  are  also  Producers 


18 

86 


There  are  40  farms  producing  Accredited  Milk  and  9 farms 
producing  Tuberculin  Tested. 

Samples  of  Accredited,  Tuberculin  Tested,  and  Pasteurised 
milk  and  also  milk  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  were  regularly 
submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for  examination.  Where  un- 
satisfactory results  were  obtained  the  matter  was  followed  up. 

Three  Licences  were  issued  to  Designated  Milk  Distributors. 
Pasteurising  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Supplementary  Pasteurised  . . . . . . 1 

Bottling  Tuberculin  Tested  . . . . . . 1 

The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  were  inspected  from  time  to  time. 


The  chief  industries  are  Paper  Making,  Flock  Manufacture, 
Coal  Mining,  Plasticine  Making,  Fullers  Earth,  Stone  Quarrying, 
Lime  Kilns  and  Agriculture. 

Routine  inspections  of  Bakehouses  and  Workshops  were 
carried  out.  The  requirements  relating  to  both  were  well  carried 
out. 

There  are  no  underground  bakehouses  in  the  District. 


Vermin. — -Three  houses  have  been  dealt  with  for  flea  infesta- 
tion, and  in  each  case  after  advice  and  disinfestation  no  further 
complaints  were  received. 

No  evidence  of  the  presence  of  other  vermin  was  discovered 
or  reported. 

Rats  and  Mice. — Inspections  were  made  at  retail  food  shops 
and  bakeries  throughout  the  district  for  the  presence  of  rats  and 
mice.  No  serious  infestation  was  found.  In  these  and  other 
premises  in  which  there  was  some  evidence  of  the  presence  of  rats 
or  mice  advice  and  free  bait  were  given. 

Camping  Sites. — -There  are  no  licenced  camping  sites  in  the 
district,  but  licences  were  granted  for  four  moveable  dwellings. 

There  are  no  common  lodginghouses  or  public  swimming  pools 
in  the  area. 


INDUSTRIES. 


GENERAL. 
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Smoke  Abatement. — We  have  had  no  trouble  in  any  way  with 
smoke  arising  from  chimneys,  and  it  has  therefore  not  been 
necessary  for  any  action  to  be  taken. 

Food  Decontamination.— hrv?i\\gemei\ts  have  been  made  and 
personnel  trained  for  this  work  should  the  occasion  arise.  The 
additional  sanitary  inspector,  who  is  the  Food  Decontamination 
Officer,  is  responsible  for  this  work. 

Infectious  Disease. — Disinfections  and  enquiries  have  been 
carried  out  for  the  infectious  cases  already  reported  by  the  Medical 
Officer.  It  is  the  custom  after  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis to  have  bedding  which  cannot  be  washed  burnt  ; com- 
pensation being  paid. 

Housing. — It  has  not  been  possible,  under  war  conditions,  to 
maintain  the  normal  standard  of  housing  repairs.  Various  defects 
and  nuisances  have  been  dealt  with  by  informal  action  and  satis- 
factory results  obtained. 
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Keynsham  Urban  District  Council 


Chairman  of  the  Council  . . 
Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 
Sanitary  Inspector  . . 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 


H.  S.  RADCLIFFE,  Esq.,  J.P.,  C.C 

G.  E.  CHAPPELL,  Esq.,  J.P. 

H.  W.  ARGILE,  M.I.M.  & Cy.E., 
A.R.S.I. 

D.  F.  G.  LOCKYEAR. 


COUNCIL  OFFICES, 
KEYNSHAM. 


Telephone  : Keynsham  291. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers,  total  107. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Still  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males.  Females.  Total. 
48  53  101 

5 1 6 

53  54  107 


Males.  Females.  Total. 
2 4 6 


2 4 6 


Birth  Rate,  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 

mid  1941  13.75 

Still  Births,  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  . . 52.63 

Death  Rate,  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  10.06 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . . . 56.07 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  59.41 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  . . . . . . . . Nil 

,,  ,,  Other  Puerperal  Causes  . . . . . . Nil 

,,  ,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  . . . . . . . . 1 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  . . . . . . . . Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  . . . . . . Nil 

„,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  . . . . 1 


17 


DEATHS. 


The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  79,  43  males  and  36  females.  The  following  Table 
indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever.. 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

— 

3 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Diseases  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  Oesoph.  Uterus  . . 

— 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . . 

4 

4 

8 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

Intra-cran  Vase.  Lesions 

8 

4 

12 

Heart  Disease 

11 

8 

19 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

1 

— 

1 

Bronchitis 

2 

8 

10 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  . . 

1 

1 

2 

Diarrhaea  (under  2 years)  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Appendicitis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  . . 

— 

3 

3 

Nephritis 

— 

2 

2 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  Birth 

4 

— 

4 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injury  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accident 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Violent  Causes 

2 

— 

2 

All  Other  Causes 

3 

— 

3 

43 

36 

79 
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Deaths  under  I year  of  age. 

There  were  6 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  5 males 
and  1 female,  divided  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  . . 4 1 1-4  weeks  . . 1 

1-6  months  . . 1 1 6-12  months  . . - 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Erysipelas 

4 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever . . 

9 

5 



Diphtheria 

2 

2 

— 

Measles 

228 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 
Cerebro  Spinal 

3 

— 

— 

Meninigitis 

2 

2 

— 

Dysentery 

6 

— ■ 

— ■ 

Pneumonia 

5 

1 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

42 

— 

— 

301 

11 

3 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

5 cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  and  3 cases  of 


Non-Pulmonary. 

Total  Cases 

Total 

notified. 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

5 

2 

Non-Respiratory 

3 

- 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  Bathavon  and  Keynsham  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee 
continues  to  do  very  good  work  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Miss 
Date. 
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KEYNSHAM  INFANT  WELFARE  CLINIC. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  has  continued  its  good  work  during 
the  3’ear,  and  while  the  attendances  of  evacuated  mothers  have 
diminished  considerably  those  of  the  local  residents  have  remained 
constant  and  have  definitely  proved  the  need  of  such  a Centre  in 
the  district.  The  greatly  increased  total  on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  291  as  against  199  at  the  end  of  1940,  reflects  the 
greatest  credit  on  the  continued  good  work  of  all  concerned  with 
this  Centre. 

Attendances. 


Keynsham. 

Saltford. 

Evacuee. 

Total. 

January 

61 

5 

14 

80 

February 

48 

5 

10 

63 

March  . . 

58 

6 

15 

79 

April 

30 

1 

— 

31 

May 

31 

4 

3 

38 

June 

77 

7 

6 

90 

July  

78 

8 

5 

91 

August 

71 

6 

— 

77 

September 

75 

16 

1 

92 

October 

86 

13 

4 

103 

November 

88 

12 

3 

103 

December 

75 

10 

1 

86 

Totals  on  the  Register 

at  the  beginning  of 

the  year 

160 

14 

25  . 

199 

Totals  on  the  Register 

at  the  end  of  the  year 

227 

26 

38 

291 

KEYNSHAM  WAR  TIME  NURSERY. 

The  War-time  Nursery  at  Ellsbridge  continues  its  excellent 
work,  and  during  the  year  ceased  to  function  on  the  part-time  basis 
and  became  a full-time  Nursery,  open  7 days  a week  from  7 a.m. — 
7 p.m.,  with  facilities  for  accommodating  a few  children  at  night. 

The  great  difficulties  experienced  in  arranging  transport  of 
the  children  were  overcome  by  the  purchase  by  Mrs.  Gore-Browne 
of  a Ford  Utility  Van  with  seating  accommodation  for  20  children, 
and  this  vehicle  does  5 journeys  per  day,  three  to  Keynsham  and 
two  to  Saltford. 

To  meet  the  extra  work  entailed  the  Staff  was  increased  by 
the  addition  of  a highly  trained  and  experienced  Matron. 

The  average  daily  attendance  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
was  12  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  had  increased  to  32. 
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KEYNSHAM  SICK  BAY. 

For  some  time  past  the  need  for  a Sick  Bay  for  evacuated 
children  in  the  Bathavon  and  Keynsham  areas  has  been  recognised, 
but  the  lack  of  suitable  premises  for  a time  made  the  provision  of 
such  a building  an  impossibility.  The  vigilance  of  Mr.  Ashton  has, 
however,  resulted  in  the  acquiring  of  the  premises  at  Hamleaze, 
Keynsham,  and  the  necessary  sanction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
for  its  use  as  a Sick  Bay  has  been  obtained. 

The  building  should  lend  itself  admirably  for  the  purpose,  as 
it  is  fairly  commodious  and  is  conveniently  situated  just  off  the 
Bath — Bristol  Road.  Equipment  has  been  provided  for  the 
accommodation  of  23  patients,  including  2 Infants,  and  the  Staff 
will  consist  of  a Matron,  Assistant  Matron,  three  nursing  auxiliaries, 
a Cook,  General  Maid  and  daily  cleaner. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

RAINFALL. 


Station,  Wellsway,  Keynsham. 


Month. 

Total  Depth 
in  Inches. 

Greatest  Fall 
in  24  hours. 

Date. 

January 

2.75 

.75 

19th 

February 

2.98 

.38 

28th 

March  . . 

3.37 

.5 

8th 

April 

1.30 

.41 

1st 

May 

1.84 

.28 

28th 

June 

2.00 

.37 

7th 

July  . . 

2.08 

.08 

13th 

August  . . 

5.05 

.83 

10th  and  23rd 

September 

1.11 

.02 

28th 

October 

2.2 

.82 

11th 

November 

1.81 

.52 

17th 

December 

2.08 

.79 

7th 

Total 

29.17 

— 

— 

The  Urban  District  is  in  the  area  of  supply  of  the  West 
Gloucestershire  Water  Company  and  all  except  outlying  or  scattered 
houses  have  a piped  supply. 

The  water  has  been  analysed  quarterly  by  the  Public  Analyst, 
and  the  results  have  proved  satisfactory  from  a bacteriological 
point  of  view. 
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Samples  have  also  been  analysed  to  ascertain  the  chemical 
properties  of  the  water,  and  these  have  shown  that,  although  hard, 
it  has  been  maintained  within  the  stipulated  limit  of  18  degrees. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  during  the  year  in  conjunction 
with  the  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Company  for  keeping  the 
district  supplied  with  water  in  case  of  dislocation  of  the  normal 
supply  by  enemy  action. 

This  will  be  done  by  placing  tanks  or  dams  at  convenient 
points  in  any  part  of  the  area  affected  and  filling  them  from  the 
nearest  suitable  source.  It  will  be  collected  from  these  tanks  by 
householders  themselves,  under  the  supervision  of  a responsible 
officer  who  will  also  attend  to  chlorination.  The  scheme  can  be 
supplemented  if  necessary  by  the  use  of  smaller  tanks  which  can 
be  transported  from  house  to  house. 

SEWAGE  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

With  the  exception  of  a few  outlying  properties  all  houses  are 
connected  to  public  sewers,  the  majority  of  which  convey  the 
sewage  to  the  Disposal  Works  at  Unity  Road. 

These  works,  although  working  to  practically  full  capacity, 
have  dealt  with  the  sewage  satisfactorily. 

The  domestic  and  trade  refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  the 
whole  of  the  area  by  the  Council’s  workmen.  It  is  taken  to  the 
Stidham  Gravel  Pit,  sorted  for  material  of  value  as  salvage  and  the 
remainder  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  ; — 

By  Local  Authority  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

By  other  bodies  or  persons  without  State  assistance  3 

Regular  Inspections  of  houses  under  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts  have  not  been  possible  under  war  conditions.  A 
number  of  inspections  have,  however,  been  made  for  urgent  matters 
and  in  most  cases  rectified  by  informal  action. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk. 

There  are  26  producers  of  milk  in  the  area,  1 1 of  these  are 
also  retailers.  A number  of  distributors  produce  or  obtain  their 
milk  in  the  rural  areas. 

There  are  2 producers  licenced  by  the  Somerset  County  Council 
to  produce  tuberculin  tested  milk  and  2 to  produce  accredited  milk. 
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In  adcUtion  the  District  Council  have  issued  the  following 
licences  to  use  Special  Designations  ; — ■ 

1 . Pasteurised  Licence. 

3.  Supplementary  Licences. 

2.  Dealers’  Licences. 

All  premises  used  as  dairies  arc  periodically  inspected  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Examination  of  milk  samples  is  indertaken  by  the  County 
Analyst  and  18  samples  of  milk  of  Special  Designations  and  3 for 
examinations  for  tubercle  bacilli  have  been  collected  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  6 bakehouses  situated  within  the  Urban  District 
and  all  have  been  satisfactorily  maintained. 

Food  Premises. 

There  are  22  premises  registered  for  the  preparation  of  food. 
These  have  been  visited  from  time  to  time  to  ensure  that  the 
provisions  with  regard  to  cleanliness  are  observed. 

Meat,  etc. 

The  3 licenced  slaughterhouses  in  the  area  remain  unused 
owing  to  the  centralised  slaughtering  scheme  of  the  Ministry  of 
Food. 

During  visits  to  butchers’  shops,  approximately  3 cwts.  of 
meat  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  food. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  year  under  review  has  brought  a considerable  change  in 
the  industries  of  the  area  as  a result  of  the  war.  The  old  industries 
of  manufacture  of  chocolate  and  cocoa,  paper  and  envelopes,  ochre, 
paint  and  chemicals,  however,  continue  to  employ  a fair  proportion 
of  the  available  population. 


Frome  Urban  District  Council 


Chairman  of  the  Council  . . 

. . O. 

L.  SEWARD,  Esq.,  J.P. 

Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes 

Committee 

H. 

M.  SCOTT.  Esq. 

Sanitary  Inspector  . . 

A. 

I.  BELL,  Cert.S.I.E.J.B. 

NURSE  WHITE 

^Appointed  September  1939,  under  Government  Evacuation  Scheme). 


PUBLIC  OFFICES. 
FROME. 

Telephone  : Frome  48. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers,  total  162. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total.. 

Legitimate 

85 

74 

159 

Illegitimate 

1 

2 

3 

86 

76 

162 

Still  Births. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

3 

1 

4 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

4 

Birth  Rate,  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 

mid  1941  . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.68 

Still  Births,  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  . . 27.97 

Death  Rate,  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  12.61 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — - 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . . . 24.69' 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  25.16 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  . . . . . . . . Nil 

,,  ,,  Other  Puerperal  Causes  . . . . . . Nil 

,,  ,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  . . . . . . . . 21 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  . . . . . . . . Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ..  ..  Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ..  ..  I 
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DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers  total  164,  90  males  and  74  females.  The  following  Table 
indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — ■ 


Male. 

Female, 

Total. 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 



Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever.. 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

3 

4 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Diseases  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

Measles 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  Oesoph.  Uterus  . . 

2 

— 

2 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

2 

3 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

3 

3 

Cancer  of  all  Other  Sites  . . 

7 

6 

13 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

Intra-cran.  Vase.  Lesions  . . 

14 

11 

25 

Heart  Disease 

21 

16 

27 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

3 

3 

6 

Bronchitis 

8 

7 

15 

Pneumonia 

4 

3 

7 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

4 

2 

6 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Appendicitis  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  . . 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis 

1 

3 

4 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— 



Premature  Birth 

2 

— 

2 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injury  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

2 

— 

2 

Other  Violent  Causes 

4 

1 

5 

All  Other  Causes 

11 

11 

22 

90 

74 

164 
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Deaths  under  I year  of  age. 

There  were  4 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  all  males, 
divided  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  . . 2 | 1-4  weeks  . . - 

1-6  months  . . 1 | 6-12  months  . . 1 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Erysipelas 

7 





Scarlet  Fever . . 

18 

15 



Diphtheria 
Enteric  (including 

3 

3 

— 

Paratyphoid) 

1 

— 

— 

Measles 

Cerebros  Spinal 

365 

1 

— 

Meningitis  . . 

4 

4 

— • 

Pneumonia 

6 

— 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

41 

2 

— 

545 

25 

o 

O 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


8 cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  and  2 cases  oj 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Total  Cases 

Total 

notified. 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

. . 8 1 

5 

Non- Respiratory 

. . 2 i 

1 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  x\ct,  1936. 

SICK  BAY,  WHITEWELL  ROAD. 

The  conversion  of  this  building  into  an  official  Sick  Bay 
towards  the  end  of  1940  removed  a number  of  the  difficulties 
experienced  during  that  year,  and  the  good  work  already  done 
has  been  continued  throughout  1941.  The  limited  accommodatioii 
both  for  Staff  and  patients  has  militated  against  the  smooth 
working  one  would  have  wished  to  establish,  and  it  is  only  the 
adaptability  of  all  concerned  that  has  enabled  the  treatment  of 
comparatively  large  numbers  of  patients  to  be  continued  throughout 
the  year.  The  numbers  of  cases  referred  for  treatment  have  shown 
a gradual  reduction,  and  this  is  the  experience  of  most  of  the  Sick 
Bays  throughout  the  country.  The  Ministry  of  Health  therefore 
jM'opose  t(^  close  a certain  number  of  them,  of  which  this  would  be 
one. 
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In  view  of  its  extreme  value  in  the  out-patients’  treatment 
of  Scabies,  etc.,  I have  advised  that  it  should  be  kept  open  for  this 
]:>urpose  and  the  Ministry  share  this  view. 

The  cases  treated  during  the  year  were  drawn  from  the  Frome 
Urban,  Frome  Rural,  Keynsham  Urban,  Bathavon  Rural,  Glutton 
Rural  and  Shepton  Mallet  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  the  numbers 
being  as  follows  : — 

Scabies  . . . . . . . . . . 53 

Impetigo  . . . . . . . . 4 

Verminous  condition  . . . . . . 3 

Enuresis  . . . . . . . . 3 

Other  Causes  . . . . . . . . 10 

Total  73 

37  children  received  out-patient  treatment  for  Scabies,  Impetigo 
and  Verminous  condition.  The  total  number  of  patient  days 
was  1,325. 

I should  like  to  thank  Mr.  Bell  once  more  for  the  almost 
paternal  interest  he  has  continued  to  take  in  the  welfare  of  the 
children. 


FROME  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE. 

This  centre  was  re-established  on  February  7th  after  a lapse 
of  some  years,  and  has  done  excellent  work  during  the  year.  Weekly 
sessions  are  held  each  Friday  afternoon  at  2.30  p.m.  and  are  con- 
ducted by  the  district  nurse,  a local  doctor  attending  on  the  last 
Friday  in  the  month. 

Mr.  Bell,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  was  largely  responsible 
for  the  re-opening,  acts  as  honorary  secretary,  and  the  Centre  is 
fortunate  in  having  a number  of  very  energetic  and  willing  voluntary 
lady  helpers  who  have  given  very  valuable  assistance.  The  great 
success  which  has  rewarded  the  efforts  of  all  concerned  with  the 
Centre,  as  shown  by  its  increasing  popularity  with  the  mothers,  is 
ample  proof  of  the  need  there  has  always  been  for  such  a Centre 
in  Frome. 

The  attendance  figures  for  the  year  were  as  follows  ; — 

Sessions  held  . . 45  Medical  Consultation  Sessions  . . 10 


Frome 

Children. 

Evacuee  Children. 

Age. 

Cases. 

Attendances. 

Cases. 

Attendances. 

Under  one  year  . . 

97  ! 

646 

35 

220 

One  to  five  years 

42  : 

86 

34 

70 

Totals 

139 

732 

69 

290 

Total  cases  attending  Centre  . . 208 

Total  attendances  ..  ..  ..  1022 

Average  attenrlance  per  session  . . 22.71 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Milk. 

Routine  inspections  of  all  dairies  and  cowsheds  in  the  district 
have  been  carried  out  during  the  year,  and  despite  the  recruitment 
of  trained  farm  and  dairy  workers  for  National  Service  the  general 
standards  of  milk  production  and  control  have  been  well  main- 
tained. On  four  occasions  it  was  necessary  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  occupiers  to  the  need  for  regular  limewashing. 

Four  producers  are  licenced  by  the  Somerset  County  Council 
to  produce  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  and  one  to  produce  Accredited 
Milk.  In  addition,  the  Frome  Urban  District  Council  have  issued 
one  licence  to  retail  Pasteurised  Milk  and  three  to  retail  other 
designated  milk  in  the  Urban  Area. 

One  sample  of  Pasteurised  Milk  taken  during  the  year  failed 
to  comply  with  the  Regulations,  the  Analyst’s  report  stating  that 
the  pasteurisation  was  carried  out  efficiently  and  the  result  suggested 
there  had  been  some  contamination  after  pasteurisation.  This 
matter  was  taken  up  with  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  district 
in  which  the  milk  was  pasteurised,  and  subsequent  samples  have 
been  satisfactory. 

Bakehouses. 

All  bakehouses  were  visited  twice  during  the  year,  and  the 
requirements  as  to  limewashing,  cleanliness,  etc.,  have  been  well 
carried  out. 

Food  Premises. 

All  food  premises  have  been  visited  at  least  once  during  the 
year,  and  leaflets  issued  drawing  attention  to  the  requirements  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  to  the  need  for  cleanliness  in 
the  handling  of  food  were  issued.  In  addition,  a circular  was  issued 
to  all  food  premises  on  the  Protection  of  Food  against  Poison  Gas 
and  other  Air  Raid  Damage. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Slaughtering  at  the  Government  Slaughterhouse  in  Merchants 
Barton,  and  at  Messrs.  J.  Lewis’s  Slaughterhouse  in  Whittox  Lane, 
continued  throughout  the  year. 

The  Government  Slaughterhouse  served  the  Urban  Districts 
of  Frome  and  Warminster,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Frome  and 
Warminster  and  Westbury. 

At  times  the  Slaughterhouse  was  overworked,  and  on  many 
occasions  killing  and  dressing  continued  until  as  late  as  3 a.m. 
The  inspection  of  the  carcases  took  up  a very  considerable  amount 
of  time. 
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Tlie  arrangenu'nts  for  the  handling  and  transport  ot  meat 
from  the  Slaughterhouse  continued  to  give  rise  to  anxiety.  These 
matters  received  constant  attention,  but  having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  the  meat  was  often  transported  when  still  wet  and  warm  it 
was  found  impossible  to  prevent  sacking  and  clothing  from  quickly 
becoming  greasy  and  bloody.  More  attention  was  given  to  the 
•cleanliness  of  the  carriers’  clothing  and  to  the  general  cleanliness 
of  the  vehicles,  but  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year,  although 
improved,  was  not  altogether  satisfactory  from  a hygienic  point 
■of  view. 

A serious  nuisance  occurred  during  the  spell  of  very  warm 
weather  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  contractors  to  remove  the 
inedible  offals  with  sufficient  speed.  The  smell  from  these  offals 
stored  at  the  rear  of  the  Slaughterhouse  caused  many  complaints 
to  be  received  from  workers  in  adjoining  factories,  and  the  Ministry 
•of  Food  was  approached  and  satisfactory  arrangements  made  for 
the  collection  of  the  offals  three  times  weekly. 

On  several  occasions  waste  matters  from  the  Slaughter  house 
Flocked  the  Council’s  sewer,  causing  an  overflow  of  blood,  etc.,  to 
enter  and  pollute  the  River  Frome.  A grating  was  placed  over  the 
•drain  outlet,  and  no  further  nuisance  has  arisen. 

The  number  of  carcases  examined  during  the  year  was  as 
follows  : — 2,456  beasts,  1,415  calves,  6,132  sheep,  2,731  pigs. 

As  a result  of  these  examinations  the  following  carcases,  and 
parts  of  carcases  and  organs  were  found  to  be  diseased  and  unfit 
for  human  consumption  : — • 


Beasts. 

Carcases  and  viscera  (Tuberculosis)  . . . . 25 

Hindquarters  (Tuberculosis)  . . . . . . 2 

Forequarters  (Tuberculosis)  . . . . . . 8 

Heads  (Tuberculosis)  . . . . . . . . . . 146 

Lungs  (Tuberculosis)  . . . . . . . . 326 

Livers  (Tuberculosis)  . . . . . . . . . . 121 

Mesenteries  (Tuberculosis)  . . . . . . . . 61 

Carcases  and  viscera  (Anaemia)  . . . . . . 1 

Carcase  and  viscera  (Septic  Pericarditis)  . . . . 1 

Carcase  and  viscera  (Quarter  ill)  . . . . . . 1 

Heads  (Actinomycosis)  . . . . . . . . 13 

Lungs  (Melanosis)  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Lungs  (Pneumonia)  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Lungs  (Oedema)  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Hearts  (Pericarditis)  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Kidneys  (Hydronephrosis)  . . . . . . . . 2 

Livers  (Distomatosis)  . . . . . . . . 417 
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Beasts — contd. 

Livers,  parts  of  (Distomatosis)  . . . . . . 210 

Livers  (Cavernous  Angioma)  . . . . . . 43 

Livers  (Fatty  Infiltration)  . . . . . . . . 4 

Liver  (Cysticercus  Echinnococcus)  . . . . . . 1 

Sheep. 

Carcases  (Oedema)  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Carcases  (Emaciation)  . . . . . . . . 2 

Carcase  (Jaundice)  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Lungs  and  Livers  (Strongylus  Rufescens)  . . . . 425 

Pigs. 

Carcases  (Tuberculosis)  . . . . . . . . 55 

Carcase  (Leukemia)  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Carcase  (Erysipelas)  . . . . . . . . 1 

Carcase  (Multiple  Abcesses)  . . . . . . . . 1 

Heads  (Tuberculosis)  . . . . . . . . . . 221 

Plucks  (Tuberculosis)  . . . . . . . . 75 

Mesenteries  (Tuberculosis)  . . . . . . . . 69 


In  addition,  the  following  food  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  and  was  surrendered  by  the  owners  : — 52  lbs. 
imported  beef  (bone  taint),  100  lbs.  luncheon  sausage,  11  lbs. 
Canadian  bacon,  33  tins  of  various  foods,  249  lbs.  of  fish,  and 
6 gallons  of  shrimps. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

The  two  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  town  were  regularly 
inspected  and  were  well  conducted. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

In  addition  to  the  routine  disinfection  of  premises  following 
cases  of  Infectious  Diseases,  the  arrangements  for  the  disinfection 
and  disinfestation  of  Army  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  were  continued, 
and  all  mattresses  and  blankets  issued  under  the  Government 
Evacuation  Scheme  were  disinfected  before  being  returned  to  store. 

Sewage  and  Refuse  Disposal. 

The  town  sewers  serve  practically  the  whole  of  the  district, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  a few  houses  on  the  outskirts,  all  houses 
in  the  district  are  connected  to  the  sewerage  system,  which  conveys 
the  sewage  to  the  Outfall  Works  and  Purification  \\’orks  at  Spring 
Gardens. 

Two  notices  were  served  on  owners  in  respect  of  overflowing 
cesspools. 
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The  domestic  refuse  is  collected  by  the  Council’s  staff  of 
workmen  twice  weekly  from  the  centre  of  the  town  and  each  week 
from  the  remainder  of  the  district. 

Water. 

The  supply  continues  to  be  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 
The  samples  of  the  public  water  supply  taken  during  the  year  were 
satisfactory.  In  addition,  samples  of  well  and  spring  water 
were  taken,  with  a view  to  use  in  case  of  emergency. 


Frome  Rural  District  Council 


Chairman  of  the  Council  . . 

W.  M.  JONES,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes 

Committee 

W.  M.  JONES,  Esq. 

Sanitary  Inspector  . . 

H.  L.  BURT,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S. 
C.  Meat  & Foods  1., 
C.S.I.E.B.  (Lond.). 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 

V.  C.  S.  ROBEY,  C.R.S. 1. 

PUBLIC  OFFICES, 
FROME. 

Telephone  : Frome  25. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers,  total  165. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

84 

70 

154 

6 

5 

11 

90 

75 

165 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males. 

6 

Females. 

1 

Total. 

7 

6 

1 

7 

Birth  Rate,  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 

mid  1941  13.18 

Still  Births,  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  births)  . . 40.70 

Death  Rate,  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  11.28 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . . . 42.42 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  38.96 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  90.91 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  . . . . . . . . Nil 

,,  ,,  Other  Puerperal  Causes  . . . . . . Nil 

,,  ,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  . . . . . . . . 19 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . . . . Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  . . Nil 
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DEATHS. 


The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  131,  76  males  and  55  females.  The  following  Table 
indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — ■ 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever.  . 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

— 

2 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Influenza 

2 

— 

2 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  Oesoph.  Uterus  . . 

2 

— 

2 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

3 

6 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

— 



Cancer  of  all  Other  Sites  . . 

7 

4 

11 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

Intra-cran.  Vase.  Lesions  . . 

8 

3 

11 

Heart  Disease 

11 

13 

24 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

— 

4 

4 

Bronchitis 

6 

4 

10 

Pneumonia 

5 

4 

9 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

— 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Appendicitis  . . 

— 

2 

2 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  . . 

3 

1 

4 

Nephritis 

1 

3 

4 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  Birth 

3 

1 

4 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injury  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accident 

2 

— 

2 

Other  Violent  Causes 

2 

2 

4 

All  Other  Causes 

14 

10 

24 

76 

55 

131 
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Deaths  under  I year  of  age. 

There  were  7 deatlis  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  5 males 
and  2 females,  divided  as  follows  : — 

Ihider  1 week  . . 5 I 1-4  weeks  . . — 

1-6  months  . . 2 i 6-12  months  . . — 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

6 

— 

Diphtheria 

5 

4 

— ■ 

Measles 

173 



— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

30 

— 

— ■ 

222 

11 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

5 cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified  and  2 cases 


of  Non-Respiratory. 

Total  Cases 

Total 

notified. 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

5 

2 

Non-Respiratory 

2 

1 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Water  Supplies. 

District  Council  Water  Supplies  {Springs). 

The  following  villages  in  the  district  are  supplied  from  the 
Council’s  own  springs  ; — 

Coleford,  Buckland  Dinham,  Leigh-on-Mendip,  Mells,  Norton 
St.  Philip,  Rode,  Beckington,  Standerwick,  Nunncy  and  Wanstrow. 

The  following  areas  are  supplied  by  the  Council  from  bulk 
supplies  of  adjacent  Authorities  : — 

Rodden,  Clink,  Oldford,  Spring  Gardens,  Marston  Back  Lane 
and  The  Mount.  Extension  of  Frome  Urban  District  Council's 
mains. 

Upper  and  Lower  Vobster  and  Hoare’s  Lane.  Extension  from 
Norton-Radstock  U.D.C.  main. 

Kilmersdon  Common.  Extensions  from  Shcpton  Mallet  R.D.C. 
main. 

Village  Pump  Supplies. — At  Faulkland,  Laverton,  Upton 
Noble,  Rudge  and  Tytherington. 

Private  Supplies. 

The  following  villages  obtain  their  supply  from  private 
systems  : — 

Berkle}’,  Elm,  Farleigh  Hungerford,  Tellisford,  Hemington, 
Lullington,  W’itham  Friary,  Woolverton. 

The  village  of  Kilmersdon  is  supplied  by  private  agreement 
from  the  mains  of  the  Norton-Radstock  U.D.C. 

The  following  refers  to  the  principal  water  supplies  : — • 

Coleford. — ^This  supply  remained  abundant  for  all  needs  and 
apart  from  the  usual  maintenance  works  no  special  difficulty  was 
incurred. 

Buckland  Dinham. — -No  complaints  were  received  regarding 
this  supply  during  the  year. 

Leigh-on-Mendip. — The  supply  of  water  from  the  springs 
feeding  the  village  was  sufficient  to  meet  their  needs,  although 
during  the  summer  months  caution  was  advised  in  the  use  of  the 
water. 

At  Tadhill  the  hydrostat  gave  rise  to  trouble,  and,  although 
considerable  effort  and  money  was  expended  upon  it,  no  improve- 
ment resulted.  Ultimately  the  Council  decided  to  remove  it  and 
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substitute  an  automatic  electric  pump  ; in  tlie  meantime  arrange- 
ments were  made  to  conv^ey  drinking  water  daily  to  the  houses 
affected. 

Metis. — The  yield  of  these  springs  was  sufficient  to  meet 
requirements,  but  during  the  summer  months  it  was  deemed 
expedient  to  warn  consumers  in  the  careful  use  of  the  water. 

Norton  St.  Philip,  Rode,  Beckington  and  Standerwick  Regional 
Supply. — These  works  which  have  now  been  in  operation  just  over 
three  years,  have  again  provided  a continuous  supply  to  a large 
area  concerned.  A breakdown  unfortunately  occurred  to  the  No.  1 
Pump,  and  it  was  a matter  of  three  months  before  repairs  to  it 
w’ere  completed,  and  in  the  meantime  pumping  was  switched  over 
to  the  No.  2 Pump.  The  total  amount  of  water  pumped  to  the 
mains  was  over  8^  million  gallons,  equivalent  to  nearly  24,000 
gallons  a day.  This  is  an  increase  of  a million  gallons  over  the 
previous  year. 

Nunney. — I have  again  to  record  a constant  supply  of  water 
of  the  highest  quality  from  these  springs  throughout  the  year. 
Fractures  of  the  trunk  main  unfortunately  occurred  and  some 
interference  in  the  supply  to  the  village  was  experienced.  The 
trunk  main  is  also  utilized  as  a distributing  main  to  a considerable 
number  of  consumers  over  a very  large  area,  and  any  leakages 
here  seriously  affect  the  discharge  to  the  main  reservoirs,  conse- 
quently a very  considerable  amount  of  supervision  is  necessary. 

considerable  amount  of  agitation  arose  respecting  the  high 
level  suppl}^  at  Ridgeway.  This  supply  has  always  been  of  an 
indifferent  nature,  due  solely  to  lack  of  pressure,  and  after  some 
deliberation  it  was  decided  to  make  alterations  in  order  to 
improve  it. 

Wanstrow. — These  springs  maintained  a supply  to  the  village 
throughout  the  year,  but  the  usual  summer  diminution  of  flow  was 
noted  and  caution  in  the  consumption  of  water  was  advised. 

Quaterly  Analyses. — The  sampling  of  water  from  the  Council's 
supplies  has  been  regularly  carried  out  during  the  year,  samples 
being  submitted  to  the  Countv  Analyst  for  examination. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

Coleford. — These  sewage  works  have  received  regular  attention 
and  the  final  effluent  from  them  has  been  satisfactory. 

Nunney. — -These  works  have  received  regular  attention  and 
no  complaints  have  been  received  in  regard  to  them. 

Rode. — The  new  sewage  disposal  works  have  continued  in 
operation,  but  the  very  large  and  varying  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  sewage  adversely  affects  the  satisfactory  working  of  the  plant. 

Refuse  Collection. 

The  monthly  collection  of  indestructible  house  refuse  is  still 
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being  carried  out  over  practically  the  whole  of  the  area,  and  at 
Coleford  a weekly  collection  of  the  whole  of  the  house  refuse  is  made. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

Activities  in  regard  to  this  matter  have  been  maintained 
throughout  the  year,  and  a considerable  quantity  of  poison  biscuits 
have  been  distributed  to  farmers  and  others  throughout  the 
district. 

Eradication  of  Bugs. 

I regret  to  have  to  state  that  the  first  instance  of  bug  infesta- 
tion which  T have  noted  in  this  area  occurred  during  the  year. 
Advice  and  assistance  was  given  to  the  parties  affected  and 
extermination  of  the  pest  seems  to  have  been  successful. 

Milk  Supply. 

Regular  visits  of  inspection  to  farms  and  dairies  were  made 
during  the  year,  and  informal  action  taken  where  necessary  was 
found  sufficient  to  deal  with  all  matters  arising. 

Fifty-three  samples  from  Tuberculin  Tested  Producers,  and 
138  samples  from  Accredited  Producers  were  taken  on  behalf  of 
the  County  Council  and  the  samples  submitted  to  the  County 
Analyst.  In  addition  27  samples  were  taken  for  examination  for 
the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  87  Accredited  and  14  T.T. 
Producers  on  the  register. 

Number  of  producers  on  the  Register,  386. 

Number  of  Distributors  on  the  Register  : — 

(a)  Distributors  only,  1. 

(b)  Distributors  who  are  also  producers,  67. 

Number  of  licensed  Milk  Distributors,  5 ; Accredited  Bottling, 
4;  Supplementary  Pasteurising,  1. 

Food  Premises. 

All  food  premises  have  been  visited  and  inspected,  and  super- 
vision exercised  in  the  methods  of  handling  and  preparation  of 
foodstuffs. 

Food  Decontamination. — Lectures  and  meetings  in  connection 
with  this  have  been  attended  during  the  year  and  arrangements  for 
dealing  with  this  emergency  have  been  made. 

Housing. 

Under  the  Housing  .Acts  it  has  not  been  possible  under  war 
conditions  to  maintain  the  progress  of  recent  years,  but  nevertheless 
all  matters  arising  from  housing  defects  and  nuisances  have  been 
satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

General. 

Owing  to  the  large  and  varied  responsibilities  in  connection 
with  war  emergency  measures,  which  have  been  thrown  upon  the 
Sanitary  and  Water  Department,  a very  considerable  amount  of 
time  has  had  to  be  devoted  to  these  matters. 
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